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15 January 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


SUBJECT 


• Use of a Chemical Compound 


any iiroriJtion a on°Scot£ic acid v; . Sve^'o^ "' G ' coilld G iv =' Ilij " ■ 

inquiries and have turned up ZXJSSZ WisTn^ 

D^dSt^H!" £ r0 " ° ne 5 **” ” ost pharmacologists ta th- 

o^in r .^» r r^ b ii^tis!" eh “ nicotinio acu ** « -r 

2. The information provided is as follows: 

The common use of nicotinic acid is as a vitamin: it is 
aS a preventative for pellagra (a skin 
^fec. ion. with severe constitutional and nervous sysatons) 
xn vhe southern part of the US. Its therapeutic action 

the bloodvessels* 111 deWlopins 3 psychosis and dila ^ 

oince r.xcotinic acid is a peripheral dilator of blood 

^ nic ? t als0 ^ used in the treatment of frost 
n b f,, but there ^ is no published indication' that this t\oe - 
of therapy has ever been developed anywhere. .^1* 

Hxs staff has done much work on using a combination of 
naco.inonu.d^xth privine for the treatment of schizoohrenic 

k* * ri ™ ls a n^oiinic acid inhibitor (3 L5) and, 
although ve^ lethal in animals, is not poisonous for ' 
human beings. The nicotinonid -privine combination oroduccs 
a snock reaction wmch dees not rinvolve convulsions*. Ex- 

_p_er merit s in this have been made on patients at a - ‘ 

V „ nearby but are no loncer being, ‘parried on b^ause 

01 the lack of funds and the difficulty in travel between 

ne laboratories and.. the hospital. 

The source did not know of other doctors or laboratories 
ut the US or abroad who were working with this nicotinonid- 
pnvi_ne combination or other nicotinic acid confounds. K° 
could not recall having seen ary publications on this subject 
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